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Iraq

~ $275 million per day 

~ $4,100 per household 

~ Almost 4,000 U.S. Soldiers 
               killed and more than 
                        60,000 wounded 

              ~700,000 Iraqis killed  
                    and 4 million refugees 

3,960    
U.S. Military Deaths

$493,479,780,818

Afghanistan
The Forgotten War

480 
U.S. Military Deaths

$78 BILLION to $142 BILLION

~ Civilian deaths are unknown 
     “We don’t do body counts.”
          -General Tommy Franks

War Is A Racket!
War is just a racket. A racket is best described, I believe, as some-

thing that is not what it seems to the majority of people. Only a small 
inside group knows what it is about. It is conducted for the benefit of 
the very few at the expense of the masses. 

I believe in adequate defense at the coastline and nothing else. If 
a nation comes over here to fight, then we’ll fight. The trouble with 
America is that when the dollar only earns 6 percent over here, then 
it gets restless and goes overseas to get 100 percent. Then the flag 
follows the dollar and the soldiers follow the flag.

I wouldn’t go to war again as I have done to protect some lousy 
investment of the bankers. There are only two things we should fight 
for. One is the defense of our homes and the other is the Bill of 
Rights. War for any other reason is simply a racket. 

And war is the most profitable racket in the world!
(Editor: Excerpt from a speech delivered in 1933 by a highly decorated  

Major General Smedley Butler, USMC.)

The $64 Billion Question
The discrepancy in the cost of the Afghanistan war is due to the 

difference between the figures issued by the Department of Defense 
(DOD) and the Congressional Research Services (CRS). 

August 29, 2007, Winslow T. Wheeler posted at www. counter-
punch.org that the DOD reported May 18, 2007, that $78.1 billion 
was spent in Afghanistan from 2001 to 2008. The CRS investigated 
and released its findings July 16, 2007,  estimating appropriations 
at $142.9 billion. 

What could you do with $64,000,000,000?

President Eisenhower, a veteran, 
warned us over 50 years ago:

“Every gun that is made, every warship launched, every rocket 
fired, signifies, in the final sense, a theft from those who hunger 
and are not fed, those who are cold and are not clothed.”
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TEN FACTS ABOUT 
NUCLEAR WEAPONS 

1. There are still some 26,000 nuclear 
warheads in the world, enough to destroy 
civilization many times over and destroy 
most life on earth.  Nuclear weapons make 
humans an endangered species. 

2. More than 95% of all nuclear weapons 
are in the arsenals of the US and Russia. 

3. The average nuclear weapon in the US arsenal is approximately eight 
times more powerful than the nuclear bomb that destroyed Hiroshima, 
immediately killing some 90,000 people. 

4. There are currently nine countries with nuclear weapons (US, Rus-
sia, UK, France, China, Israel, India, Pakistan and North Korea). 

5. The 1970 Non-Proliferation Treaty, ratified by nearly every country 
in the world, requires the nuclear weapons states to engage in good 
faith negotiations for nuclear disarmament.  

6. The United States unilaterally withdrew from the Anti-Ballistic Mis-
sile Treaty in 2002 in order to pursue missile defenses and space wea-
ponization.  US withdrawal from the treaty has caused both Russia and 
China to improve their offensive nuclear capabilities. 

7. There are up to 2,000,000 kilograms of Highly Enriched Uranium 
(HEU) in global stockpiles, and it takes just 15-24 kilograms for a nu-
clear weapon.  There are 28 countries with at least one bomb’s worth of 
HEU and 12 countries with at least 20 bombs’ worth.  

8. Plutonium created in nuclear power reactors is another source of 
bomb material.  It takes as little as three to five kilograms of plutonium 
to create a nuclear weapon.  There are now some 500,000 kilograms of 
separated plutonium in global stockpiles.  Plutonium stocks continue to 
increase due to civilian ‘spent’ fuel reprocessing. 

9. The 2001 US Nuclear Posture Review provides for developing con-
tingency plans for nuclear weapons use against seven countries: Iraq, 
Iran, Syria, Libya, North Korea, Russia and China. 

10. The Strategic Offensive Reductions Treaty (SORT) between the US 
and Russia requires the two countries to reduce their deployed strate-
gic warheads to between 1,700 and 2,200 by December 31, 2012. On 
the following day the treaty terminates, and each side can redeploy as 
many nuclear warheads as it chooses. Many of the nuclear warheads 
taken off deployed status are not being dismantled, but rather placed in 
storage, where they might be stolen by criminal or terrorist groups.

Contact:
David Krieger
President
Nuclear Age Peace Foundation
PMB 121, 1187 Coast Village Road, Suite 1
Santa Barbara, CA 93108
www.wagingpeace.org; www.nuclearfiles.org

(Editor: See page 9 for Ten Myths About Nuclear Weapons.)

Director’s Notes
Dear Grandmothers for Peace: 

Twenty-fi ve years ago, Grandmothers for Peace was founded 
because of the nuclear issue — the weapons that could destroy the 
world. And for twenty-fi ve years we have been working on this is-
sue. It has always been our base and our reason for being. We have 
taken on other issues of peace and justice, but most point in various 
ways to the nuclear weapons and the threat they pose for the world 
in so many ways. Weapons rob everyone of human dignity and 
respect for each other. 

Our anti-nuclear logo reminds us each day that the threat is real 
and we will not rest until they are abolished! Recently someone asked 
me: “I wonder if the use of the nuclear explosion is the logo that GFP 
wants to use?” That answer is “yes.” We have used this logo for 25 
years and it will not change until the nuclear threat is gone. Nuclear 
tipped bombs are in constant use in Iraq, spewing depleted uranium 
over the entire landscape, poisoning the children, the Iraqis, and our 
troops who are already coming home sick. Nuclear proliferation en-
gulfs the world — a world ready to destroy itself. 

The Union of Concerned Scientists state, “Nuclear weapons re-
main the gravest and most immediate threat to human civilization.”
(http://www.ucsusa.org/global_security/nuclear_weapons/) 

Another person did not want to wear the shirt in public, even 
though the bomb is crossed out. She works with children and could 
not imagine reading peace stories to children wearing the shirt. Many, 
many people have purchased the “My grandmother is a Grandmoth-
ers for Peace” shirt for their grandchildren and proudly send me the 
pictures — some were shown in our Spring 2007 newsletter. 

One GFP told me how her young grandson pointed to his shirt and 
said, “What is this?” Grandma very carefully explained, “that is an 
explosion, called a bomb. It is a bad thing. The big line through it 
means we think it is bad also. I and many others are trying to make 
sure we get rid of this bad thing.” The child was satisfi ed and edu-
cated to the dangers in the world, but he also learned his grandma was 
working to help make a better, safer world. 

Our Grandmothers for Peace logo was designed to show a grand-
mother’s love includes everyone, and that grandmothers have a very 
powerful and important role to play in eliminating nuclear weapons 
from the face of the earth.

Each of us works for peace in various ways. Each has to do 
what is in their heart and what they consider important. Grand-
mothers for Peace continues with our rich history of activism and 
concern, and from generation to generation, we will not rest until 
the nuclear threat is gone. Please work singly and together, and 
remember: “Silence Is Affirmation.”
Peace to all of us, Lorraine 

“Civil disobedience is not our problem. Our problem is civil obe-
dience. Our problem is that numbers of people all over the world 
have obeyed the dictates of the leaders of their government and 
have gone to war, and millions have been killed because of this obe-
dience. Our problem is that people are obedient all over the world in 
the face of poverty and starvation and stupidity, and war, and cruelty. 
Our problem is that people are obedient while the jails are full of petty 
thieves, and all the while the grand thieves are running and robbing 
the country. That’s our problem.” 

— Failure to Quit by Howard Zinn
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GFPI  News
FROM  COAST  TO  COAST  &  BEYOND

St. Augustine, Florida
Peg McIntire

Dear Lorraine, In St. Augustine, for the 
fi rst time, our local paper printed an ad-
vance release and then a fairly good report 
of the SOA Watch. I was VERY pleased and 
thanked the editor. 

I had a wonderful time and met so many 
Grandmothers for Peace. Our shirts are al-
ways great identifi ers, but in addition to 
members from all over the country, I was 
lucky this time to meet several good women 
from Duluth – know Barbara’s sister – who 
have been coming regularly, despite the dis-
tance. A fairly large delegation. 

The l,000 Grannies with their white ker-
chiefs (my suggestion last year) made a 

beautiful showing. 
Some of us carried 
wounded doll ba-
bies as well as the 
traditional white 
crosses. Our table 
gave away several 
hundred kerchiefs. I 
was impressed with 
how many young 
p e o p l e  w a n t e d 
them. I was even 
asked to autograph 
a few. Our 4 o’clock 
tea party, with Holly 
Near singing, was 
full to overfl owing. 

I came away ex-
hausted. So much to 
see and do, so many 
people to chat with, 

many of whom I’ve known from many years of 
attending the demonstration. Wonderful work-
shops and music. It is so intense, so emotional. 
My ears still hear the Buddhist chants  —  my 
eyes still see the reds and browns of indigenous 
people. The thrill of being together with 20,000 
like-minded people. The sheer energy of the 
demonstration  —  incredible. 

I give thanks to you for your leadership and 
friendship. Peg  

(E-mail: pegmcintire@bellsouth.net)
United Kingdom

Jean Stead
Last year was an active one for Grand-

mothers for Peace in the UK. Huge num-
bers joined the year-long rally at the base 
of the Trident nuclear-armed submarines at 
Faslane in the west of Scotland. Church and 

civic leaders joined the rota [a fi xed order of 
rotation] during the year which maintained a 
constant presence at the base. 

Altogether there were 15,000 demonstra-
tors, and 1,150 were arrested and detained 
overnight in police cells, a big proportion 
of them grandmothers. GFP had its own 
demonstration as part of the rota at the 
base, pinning peace messages to the fenc-
ing and drawing a big police presence obvi-
ously nervous at the news they were about 
to be besieged by grandmothers.

A total of 196 nuclear warheads are de-
ployed on the fi ve Trident submarines and 
each warhead carries the destructive power 
of eight times the Hiroshima bomb. There 
are now plans by the New Labour government 
in Britain to renew and update the Trident Sub-
marines, with help from the US, and these are 
being bitterly opposed by an all-Party group of 
M.P.s in the Parliament.

Helen John, a former midwife and one of 
our bravest and most persistent protesters in 
Grandmothers for Peace, was released only in 
January this year after nearly six weeks in a 
Scottish prison. In prison with her was Geor-
gina Smith, another grandmother and deter-
mined protester. Their sentences were given 
for scrawling on the walls of the Edinburgh 
courthouse protests about cluster bombs and 
nuclear weapons. Before that, they had been 
joining in the demonstration at Faslane.

Meanwhile, Sylvia Boyes, another GFP 
member, was waiting at her Yorkshire home 
this January for the bailiffs who were threaten-
ing to come in after her refusal to pay a £1200 
fi ne for peaceful peace actions at Menwith 
Hill. This is the highly sophisticated “listening 
centre” controlled and largely staff by the Na-
tional Security Agency of the United States. 
Its computers are able to sift through millions 
of words per minute from phone calls and 
texts across Europe. Now the British Govern-
ment has agreed to allow it to become part of 
the “Son of Star Wars” project and the base is 
being expanded to include a radar base as part 
of the US missile defence programme.

Women, among them Helen John, Sylvia 
Boyes, Lindis Percy and many others main-
tain a constant peace camp at the base. A new 
law brought in to stop entry over the line into 
American and nuclear bases has been constant-
ly challenged by them. But after many court 
appearances, protesters received only short 
suspended sentences for their actions of cross-
ing the line, though they had been threatened 

with 52 weeks in prison and fi nes of £5000. 
The case had gone to the highest prosecuting 
authorities so the result was heartening for the 
peaceful Menwith protesters.

But anxiety about US missile defence in 
Europe is growing. 

The Czech Republic, one of the latest coun-
tries to join the European Union, has unilateral-
ly agreed to become the European home of US 
interceptor missiles, though a poll has shown 
that 68% of Czechs are against this. A meeting 
at the House of Commons in London in Janu-
ary this year, and attended by representatives 
of Grandmothers for Peace, was addressed by 
the Czech Shadow Foreign Secretary, Social 
Democrat M.P. Lubomir Zaoralek, who is 
leading the opposition to the agreement. “It 
should not have been taken unilaterally in this 
way,” he said. He called US missile defence 
and nuclear weapons in general “anachronis-
tic.” I think we can all agree!

(E-mail: jeanstead@hotmail.co)

Florida Keys, Florida
Anne Anthony

Thank you, Lorraine, and so many others, 
for your encouraging words and actions in 
these discouraging times. The GFP Florida 
Keys have joined forces with peace friends 
and groups, and now hold two weekly vigils 
in Key West, plus the Saturday morning vigil 
at the Big Pine Key stoplight. 

With the help of friends at the Unitarian 
Universalist Fellowship of Key West, we 
helped coordinate the 6-week course, “From 
Violence to Wholeness,” facilitated by Jasiu 
Milanowski of the Michigan Peace Team.

Kim (24) granddaughter of our oldest mem-
ber, Micheline Barre, attended the work-
shop. Kim gives us hope for the future and 
reminds us why we continue to stand (or sit) 
for peace. 

(E-mail: grannyanny@bellsouth.net)

► NEWS, PAGE 6

Peg McIntire, 97, 
making the rounds at 
the November 2007 
SOA demonstration. 
She is proof you “let 

no one tell you you are 
too old for activism.”

Photo: Martin Lepkowski, GFP

Florida Keys: 
Micheline Barre, 84, 

left, and granddaughter, 
Kim Grattan, at a vigil.
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News: England, Alaska, New Mexico, 
Arizona, & Greece 
► CONTINUED FROM  PAGE 3

England
Annie Tunnicliffe

Dear All, I am glad to say that it was worth 
alerting the local press to the GFP action, as 
I got a big photo (with the T-shirt and the 
placards) and a good, non-patronising write 
up in the Hornsey Journal [North London 
local paper].

On the morning of 23rd August the two 
of us, Janet and myself, with pictures of my 
little grandchildren on placards (age 3 and 
a few weeks) drove to the north gate of the 
base [Faslane Nuclear Base in Scotland] - an 
intimidating place to put it mildly - where four 
truckloads of police were awaiting us! We 
parked my van in a private spot and shared 
our fear and apprehension. Eventually we 
managed to conquer our fears and walked up 
to the base, apologising to the police for disap-
pointing them, that there weren’t more of us!

Then later Rebecca and Angie from the 
Faslane 365 group came along with two huge 
bags full of beautiful banners and we spent an 
hour or so decorating the fence with them - 
once that was done it looked like a big political 
art gallery. Buses went round the roundabout 
twice to get a better look! Police did nothing 
to stop us and we had interesting talks with 
many of them (and each other) - it is a differ-
ent situation and feeling in Scotland, with real 
hope for some genuine political change.

We stayed all day and next morning too, 
and by the end felt invigorated, inspired and 
refreshed to go on campaigning. A good expe-
rience all round.

Thanks to Janet, Alison, Olivia, Isabel and 
Meryl (spelling?) for coming along in support 
and to Angie and Rebecca for their stalwart 
and brilliantly organised help at the base.

Fairbanks, Alaska
Bryson Dean

The Fairbanks Chapter has been fairly 
quiet this fall, but we did gather nearly 500 
signatures at the Fair in August from people 
agreeing that impeachment is important. They 
were sent to Nancy Pelosi and Don Young. 
We watch www.wexlerwantshearings.com 
to see if there will be any movement on this 
important issue.

Also, we have been involved in a petition to 
get a Clean Elections Law on the ballot and 
are hopeful that we can get big money out of 
elections in Alaska. 

We continue to meet monthly and have seen 
videos on John Dear [www.johndear.org] and 
Peace Pilgrim [www.peacepilgrim.com].

(E-mail: brysondean@acsalaska.net)

Albuquerque, New Mexico
Enid Williams

We elders in Albuquerque are the singing 
Grandmothers for Peace, and we are dedicat-

ed to getting our 
Anti-War Mes-
sage out. With 
the indispensable, 
expert guidance 
of our guitarist, 
Marcy  Mata -
sick, and of our 
facilitator, Ellen 
Robinson ,  we 
are out there, of-
ten: at Anti-War 
Rallies,  at  the 
Center for Peace 
and Justice lec-

tures; at ACLU meetings.
With great appreciation for ALL the good 

work you do! You are on the side of the An-
gels. Enid

(Editor: Octogenarian, Enid Williams, orders 
buttons all the time – she is sort of a Johnny Ap-
pleseed with GFP buttons – happily giving them 
out to friends, and to interested strangers.)

Phoenix, Arizona
Rayilyn Brown

The Arizona Northwest Valley Chapter of 
Grandmothers for Peace has been an active 
anti-war presence in the Northwest Phoenix 
area for about three years. From our very first 
demonstration at a local Wal-Mart to our now 
regular first and third Saturday demonstrations 
at a favorite busy corner, Grannies have braved 
heat, cold, and hostile pro-war passersby. 

Our membership is 114 with 15-20 demon-
strators and “Buddy,” Sue Tate’s anti-war 
dog, in attendance. Karen Price, Legislative 
District 9 candidate for the Arizona State Sen-
ate, recently joined our demonstrations.

On September 15, we had a big turnout of 
50 demonstrators when we were joined by 
Dahlia Wasfi and Wheels of Justice*. Our 
picture appeared in the local paper, and Joan 
Kroll’s great letter was printed in The Daily 
Sun News. 

In October, our GFP chapter was honored 
at the Montessori “Picture a Better World” Art 
Auction in Mesa, Arizona. Mallori Poisson’s 
collage, US, and Zoey Townsend’s painting 
Teardrops and Heartbreaks, were dedicated 
to our chapter and raised $150. We donated 
a portion to Grandmothers for Peace Interna-
tional and used the rest to buy two giant peace 
banners. A Montessori teacher proudly told us 
that students had an intense discussion about 
the issues, but only the anti-war movement 
gained unanimous support.

We had a farewell breakfast in December ► NEWS, PAGE 5

for regulars Frances and Joel Thomas who 
moved to Prescott, Arizona. Frances eloquent-
ly expressed their sentiments in the following 
note to Grandmothers for Peace:

“… I understand that our Saturday 
mornings on the corner, in all weather, 
have not stopped war and violence and 
that we live in a “3 D” world - discour-
agement, disgust, and despair. These 
Ds can permeate our collective spirit 
as exhaust fumes on Bell Road swirl 
around our ankles. But through you I 
have learned that the doing — not the 
result — is everything. 

The photo of our group will put me 
in touch daily with what we are about. 
Together we have set our stake down in 
history and from that point, that street 
corner, have refused to move. …”

As this unending war goes on and on, we 
Grannies have renewed our commitment to 
do whatever it takes, for as long as it takes, to 
bring our troops home. 

Our new banners may have helped en-
courage others to the cause. At the January 
19, 2008, demonstration, a young woman 
parked her car and spontaneously joined the 
demonstration. She will be bringing friends 
next time.

(Editor: *The Wheels of Justice Tour canvass-
es the United States with education, outreach, 
training, active non-violent resistance, and net-
working/community-building. 
www.justicewheels.org)

Greece
Margarita Papandreou

Keep up the good work, Lorraine. I fol-
low you from afar. We recently had the 
tenth anniversary of our peace network 
called WINPEACE which is a Turkish-
Greek-Cypriot organization. 

Our purpose has been to build trust and 
understanding among the three entities (I 
use that word because Cyprus is not quite a 
country, but a divided land), and we are still 
working at it with some success. We have set 
up peace education courses for schools. So 

The Arizona Northwest Valley Chapter 
of Grandmothers for Peace proudly 
display their two new banners at the 

January 19, 2008, demonstration.

GFP Diane Bader, left, 
Sacramento, CA, 

GFP Enid Williams, 
Albuquerque, NM, and 

Anne, daughter of Diane, 
at Crones Counsel 
Gathering, Pacific 

Grove, CA, Fall 2007. 
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News: N. Carolina, Wisconsin, NY, & CA
► CONTINUED FROM  PAGE 4

far Turkey has been the quickest to undertake 
this program. 

We also have youth forums in the summer 
teaching techniques of confl ict resolution. We 
use dummy examples fi rst, then turn to the 
REAL problem among us of a split Cyprus. It 
is fascinating to see the proposals the young 
people come up with. If they were in power, 
we would have the problem resolved by now.

Thank you for your Christmas greetings. I 
wish the same for you and your magnifi cent 
organization. 

With love, Margarita
Wilmington, North Carolina

Lynn Heritage
Our Grandmothers for Peace group contin-

ues to grow and evolve. We have some amaz-
ing grandmothers who come together once a 
month with a common goal of doing some-
thing that makes a difference. 

I’ve come to realize that just our presence is 
making a difference. Perhaps, it’s the “safety 
in grandma’s arms” philosophy. This is won-
derfully enlightening and very motivating.

One of our grandmothers is working on a 
drawing of a Peace Tree, and we’re going to 
put some thought and energy into that and 
see what comes of it. Also, we’re writing let-
ters, sending e-mails and faxes, making phone 
calls, signing petitions, and in general, doing 
what we can to spread the PEACE word.

Another issue we’re focusing on is taking a 
look at different ways we can send out mes-
sages which are positive rather than “anti” this 
or that. Instead of “STOP the War” ... we 
prefer “START Peace.” It will be interesting 
to see where this takes us. It’s pretty obvious 
that the anger is getting us nowhere.

We marched in the Martin Luther King pa-
rade, along with the Wilmington Peace meet-
up group. Although it was awfully cold for our 
area, we had a lively and spirited group. We 
carried signs, banners, and a peace fl ag. The 
spectators joined us in our chants for peace ... 
“What do we want?” ... “PEACE!” ... “When 
do we want it?” ... “NOW!” 

Such enthusiasm! It made you believe it 
could happen ... if we could just get all those 
voices all over this country to scream at the top 
of our lungs: WE WANT PEACE NOW!!!

Teach Peace is still on the agenda. I’m com-
mitted to getting it started before the next 
newsletter. Some interesting potential here, 
Lorraine, which I’ll share with you and Dave 
[Dionisi, www.teachpeace.org] as soon as I can.

One thing for sure, all my grandmothers 
love being a part of Grandmothers for Peace. 
We are true believers! Peace! Lynn

(E-mail: ncpeacegrannie@yahoo.com)

Superior, Wisconsin
Dorothy Wolden

Greetings from the Northland Chap-
ter! Here in the darkest heart of winter, 
we keep “doing the work” inspired and led 
by Jan Provost. 

We had another successful Peaceful Toy 
Drive during the holidays. Around 20 local 
businesses, schools and agencies collected 
nonviolent toys for donation to local programs 
that aid victims of domestic abuse and to our 
Catholic Worker community. Many Grand-
mothers for Peace are involved every year in 
this effort.

Currently, our annual afghan raffl e/schol-
arship fundraiser is underway. These af-
ghans are the handiwork of late GFP member 
Toddy, whose family generously continues 
to donate a beautiful afghan every year. Pro-
ceeds go to our annual Peace Awards, a mon-
etary acknowledgment of the efforts of local 
students in peace and social justice efforts.

Our members continue to act and speak 
against war. A shining example is our own 
Mer Seay who endured below zero tempera-
tures to join a small demonstration in Superior 
on January 18! Thank you Mer!

This spring GFP Northland will be cel-
ebrating 25 years as a chapter. We started 
out with 3 members in 1983 and now have 
100. We are all very proud to be members of 
GFP International. We will continue our work 
until nuclear weapons are eliminated from our 
world and hopefully our grandchildren will 
live in peace.

New York
Jeanne Norris

I’ve decided not to include anything 
about Franklin County, New York, this 
year, because - well - because we didn’t 
stop the war yet!!!

However, many people wear their GFP but-
tons at demos. We have two new members 
locally, Ursuline nuns, who are very active 
against School of the Americas. 

Some of us are thinking about going to DC 
in mid-March for the national anti-war demo, 
and/or to much closer Fort Drum for the 
global anti-war/anti-nuke/anti-missile demo 
March 29th. This is home to the 110th Moun-
tain Division that keeps getting massacred in 
Afghanistan and Iraq. 

We’re still on the streets every other week, 
with our youngest member 60 - eldest 82. 

We had a showing of SICKO (for a $1 do-
nation to the local fi re department) in con-
junction with a community health forum. We 
worked on and printed an anti-war brochure 
this year that we pass out at the demos. That’s 
it from here.

(E-mail: jeannenorris@verizon.net)

Sacramento, California
Lorraine Krofchok

In our local area, we have had a varied year 
of peace and justice presentations. I have al-
ways encouraged participation in other groups 
in solidarity, but keeping our own GFP iden-
tify. Sacramento has an abundance of activist 
groups and we try to keep in touch with all of 
them, supporting events and vigils. 

In the last few months various groups in 
Sacramento have presented guest speakers 
on Climate Change; William Rodriquez, 
the janitor who was “the last man out” of 
the WTC on 9-11; Anne Wright; and Scott 
Ritter to name a few. 

Many of us attended the peace march in San 
Francisco in 
October. On 
New Year ’s 
Eve GFP was 
involved with 
the lighting of 
the luminar-
ies in Davis, 
C A ,   a l o n g 
w i t h   t h e i r 
h igh    s choo l 
students. 

Recently, Teach Peace (www.teachpeace.
org) brought Weapons Inspector Scott 
Ritter to Davis, CA, to speak with high school 
students who were preparing to go to DC to 
talk to members of Congress. His words were 
geared to them, but it was an education for all 
of us. He spoke to the students as equals, tell-
ing them in no uncertain terms: “Our genera-
tion has screwed up, you have to fi x it. You say 
‘not fair.’ Well, that is tough. Ask your mem-
bers of Congress pointed questions: ‘Do you 
support the war? Do you have any children 
over there?’” 

He presented a time line that Iraq fol-
lowed to dispose of their nuclear weapons 
and said by 1995 their nuclear program was 
eliminated. In 2003 the US claim of WMD 
in Iraq was a “disconnect from reality.” 
Ritter said that nothing in Iraq was worthy 
of one drop of American blood. 

He continued, 
“If we allow one 
American’s con-
stitutional rights 
to be infringed, 
it opens the door 
for all of us to be 
in f r inged .  Our 
Const i tu t ion is 
worth fi ghting for 
and ‘we the peo-
ple’ can empower 

► NEWS, PAGE 6

Lorraine Krofchok, left, Will & 
Jane Lotter celebrating their 
60th wedding anniversary at 
the protest, and Judy Liteky, 

San Francisco, CA, 
October 2007.

Scott Ritter and Lorraine 
Krofchok at Scott’s Teach 
Peace class, Sacramento, 

CA, January 26, 2008.



New York City, New York
Joan Wile

The New York City group, Grandmothers 
Against the War, decided to try and counter-
act the lie that the surge is working. 

We decided to do something to impress 
upon the public that the occupation is still the 
most vital issue facing us. Health care, educa-
tion, poverty, and housing dilemmas cannot be 
solved as long as we are pouring money down 
the Iraq drain. 

But, beyond that, we still have the impera-
tive responsibility to save our troops by get-
ting them out of a place they have no business 
being and where they can solve nothing, as so 
tragically evidenced by this week’s Iraqi death 
toll - 11 U.S. military deaths [Jan.  07 -11, 2008].

On January 16, 2008, the fourth anni-
versary of our Grandmothers Against the 
War weekly vigil at Rockefeller Center, 
we grannies held a mock funeral pro-
cession through the streets of midtown 
Manhattan, startling passersby with our large 
numbers and the drama of our parade. 

where constituents can call in and chat about 
local issues. Grassroots politics is what gives 
people the confi dence to be involved in their 
own community and encourages neighbours 
to care for each other. Our councillors are also 
working to ameliorate the effects of climate 
change and to maintain the unique character 
of all the settlements which make up the Ka-
piti Coast. Wish us luck!

Atamarie! Peace to all of us. Sandra
(E-mail: escapee@paradise.net.nz) 
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ourselves     with knowledge      and information. 
Politicians manipulate with fear, but we can 
liberate ourselves with knowledge.” 

Peace to all of us, Lorraine.
(E-mail: lorraine@grandmothersforpeace.org)

New Zealand
Sandra K Patton

Nga mihi o te tau hou. Greetings for the New Year.
Dear Grandmothers for Peace: Hello from 

hot and sunny New Zealand!
As 2008 unfolds, I am sure our hope is that 

the trouble spots of the world become more 
peaceful. The people of Iraq, Pakistan, Ke-
nya and many other places deserve to live in 
the same dignity and personal security which 
many of us daily take for granted. As Lorraine 
wrote to me recently, “Life is so fragile.” All 
the more reason for us to value it so highly 
– for ourselves and for others. The key will be 
to maintain our courage in this new year and 
to remember: every small step towards peace 
is a giant stride away from violence.

Here on the beautiful Kapiti Coast of New 
Zealand, our local council has made a com-
mitment to greater peace in the region. To 
celebrate White Ribbon Day 2007, the Kapiti 
Coast District Council (KCDC) voted unani-
mously on 22 November to become New Zea-
land’s – and possibly the world’s – fi rst White 
Ribbon Council. Many of you know the White 
Ribbon Campaign was commenced in 1991 
by a men’s movement in Canada and 25 No-
vember was endorsed by the United Nations 
and the International Day for the Elimination 
of Violence against Women.

At low tide on 25 November, hundreds of 
people gathered on Kapiti Coast’s Parapar-
aumu Beach and joined hands to stop the tide 
of violence. KCDC extended its pledge to in-
clude the cessation of violence against men, 
women and children.

Wellington is New Zealand’s capital and 
the closest city to the Kapiti Coast. Inmates 
from the Wellington Prison cut more than 40 
kilometres of ribbon to make 400,000 white 
ribbon badges and pinned them on cards for 
distribution throughout the country. In 2005 
there were 50,000 badges produced; in 2006, 
200,000 … so we are growing the numbers ev-
ery year. The project encouraged prisoners to 
discuss alternatives to violence and was even 
used as an opportunity to teach one innumer-
ate prisoner to count.

I’m very proud of my local council’s efforts 
to make at least our little corner of the world 
a more peaceful place. I was fortunate to be 
elected as a councillor last October and have 
now set up a Saturday morning community 
clinic for two Saturday mornings each month 

UPDATES: OTHER GRANNY GROUPS

News: New Zealand, New York
► CONTINUED FROM  PAGE 5

Teach Peace D.C. Trip
BY ZOHREH WHITAKER, GFP

On February 1, 2008, Teach Peace Foundation’s David Dionisi, Founder, and Mary Wind, 
President, 23 Teach Peace students from Davis and Sacramento, CA, high schools, and 11 advi-
sors fl ew to Washington, D.C., for Teach Peace National Awareness. 

The Teach Peace leaders had prepped the students well on four important issues: 1) Solu-
tions to the Iraq war, 2) Why war with Iran decreases US national security, 3) Why a Department 
of Peace is good for everyone, and 4) The urgent need to ban the use of depleted uranium.

The students met with 32 congressional and 2 senate staff members (only 1 Congressman). 
Even though we had written in advance to expect us, we saw No California senators or House 
of Representative members. 

Without question, the experience helped students better understand their government and its 
limitations (e.g., hearing from staff members that 
their congressperson is waiting for another mem-
ber of Congress to take the fi rst step on an impor-
tant issue like banning depleted uranium).

David spoke with Congressional staff mem-
bers who informed him they were extremely 
impressed by the professionalism and knowl-
edge of the students. 

I was very proud of these multi-ethnic, multi-
cultural youths who helped each other and shared 
their knowledge and ability.

Approximately 70 grannies and supporters 
walked slowly and silently in single file, some 
carrying open black umbrellas, New Orleans 
style, some carrying giant black balloons in-
scribed in white with “TROOPS OUT NOW,” 
and some carrying placards and banners. 

The procession was led by four grandmoth-
ers carrying two 
life-sized card-
board coffins, 
one draped in 
the American 
flag and one in 
a black shroud. 
One granny beat 
a drum every 
f ew seconds , 
adding immea-
surably to the 
solemnity of the event. The troupe of marchers 
was backed up by a color guard consisting of 
Veterans for Peace who regularly participate 
in our weekly vigil at Rockefeller Center.

We marched from the Times Square Re-
cruiting Station to Rockefeller Center where  
we read the names of the Iraqi and U.S. dead. 
After each person’s name, age, and date of 
death was announced, a meditation bell tone 
was sounded.

After the names were read, one of the wom-
en read a poem sent to the grannies by Yoko 
Ono, who couldn’t join us on this occasion but 
who always strongly supports our actions. 

We grannies keep on keeping on in our mis-
sion to bring the troops home.

America, please ... listen to your granny!
(E-mail: joan.wilegrandmothersagainstthewar.org)

(Photo: Mikihiko Hori)

Zohreh Whitaker, left, with some Teach 
Peace members outside The White House.

Grandmothers Against 
the War: Mock Funeral 
Procession in Times 
Square Jan. 16, 2008. 



Depleted Uranium, The U.S. Military & Troop Exposure

By The Numbers

By the numbers we count the fallen

And all the syllables that kill

And all the lies that bury hearts

And make our breathing still

And cold. By the numbers we mourn the fallen

In this whirlwind of war and lie

Where one tear is too many

And a thousand not enough

For each one that has to die

Because - Why?
                                                          — John Cory

(Ed: John Cory is a Vietnam veteran who received 
the Purple Heart and Bronze Star with V device 
[valor], 1969-1970. www.john-cory.com)
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Depleted uranium (DU) is material that 
remains when enriched fissionable uranium, 
capable of generating a nuclear explosion or 
nuclear power, is separated from natural ura-
nium. DU is radioactive, about 60 % as ra-
dioactive as purified natural uranium. It has 
a half life of 4.5 billion years, which means 
that for every 10 pounds of DU dispersed 
into the environment today, 5 pounds will 
still be here 4.5 billion years from now. DU 
is considered to be a heavy metal with a chem-
ical toxicity similar to lead and chromium.

Munitions made of waste uranium-238 are 
called depleted uranium weapons. The U. S. 
Military chose to develop ura-
nium weapons not only be-
cause they promised to be ef-
fective, but because the metal 
itself is very cheap. Army and 
Air Force munitions made 
with depleted uranium (DU) 
are incendiaries—they ex-
plode, burn and aerosolize 
(turn into metal fumes) on im-
pact. Weapons using DU met-
al can easily penetrate tank 
armor and bunkers. 

When DU burns, it forms 
extremely fine, smoke-like 
particles of ceramic DU-ox-
ide that are readily carried by 
wind and distributed through-
out the environment. Smoke-
like particles of ceramic DU-oxide are nearly 
insoluble and are so small that they are easily 
inhaled into the lung’s deepest recesses where 
they become permanently lodged, continu-
ously radiating and poisoning the surrounding 
tissues for decades.

It is widely accepted in the scientific and 
medical communities that tissue exposure to 
even a single alpha particle can initiate can-
cer, yet one milligram of DU–oxide (almost 
too small to see without a microscope) emits 
450 million alpha particles, 900 million beta 
particles and 900 million gamma rays every 
year. It is illogical and unreasonable to assume 
that DU or DU-oxide particles residing in the 
lungs would not ultimately have very serious 
health consequences.

The United States and British militaries 
used over 360 tons of DU weapons in the 
1991 Persian Gulf War over Iraq and Ku-
wait. Another five tons was fired into Bos-
nia in 1995 by U.S. led NATO forces and 10 
tons were fired into Kosovo and the former 
Yugoslavia in 1999 during the 78-day NATO 
bombardment led by President Bill Clinton. In 

the 1991 Persian Gulf War, U.S. forces used 
depleted uranium as both armor piercing 
bullets and as tank armor for the first time. 
As much as 200 tons have been used again 
in Iraq since the March 2003 bombardment 
and invasion.

Over 220,000 of the 750,000 U.S. Troops 
deployed to Iraq in 1991, where DU was first 
used, have applied for disability benefits, many 
for “Gulf War Syndrome.” Many of these are 
reporting maladies that are classic symptoms 
of radiation poisoning.

Other symptoms associated with depleted 
uranium poisoning include chronic muscle and 

joint pain, fatigue and mem-
ory loss, disturbance of cog-
nitive and other brain func-
tions such as mood control. 
There has been an increase 
in cancer noted among those 
exposed to depleted uranium 
with larger increases in lung, 
leukemia, breast, skin, lym-
phoma, and liver cancer. It 
has been noted that soldiers 
exposed to depleted urani-
um have an increased risk 
of having children born 
with birth defects.

Although the Department 
of Defense has policies to 
deal with depleted uranium 
in terms of handling, dispos-

al and exposure, Connecticut, Louisiana, New 
York, and California have decided to pass laws 
in regard to testing of National Guard Soldiers 
from their state who have been exposed to de-
pleted uranium. Appropriate testing needs to 
be done in order that a differential diagnosis 
and adequate treatment can be given to sol-
diers having health problems after returning 
from areas where DU is used.

In January 2007, Senator Stevens replied to 
a constituent’s inquiry about depleted uranium 
by stating that, “DU has been shown to be 
safe for our armed forces.” He included with 
his letter a Department of Defense fact sheet 
dated 8-4-98 to support his belief. 

Army Regulation R700-48, dated 9-16-
2002, Section 2-5 states that “The Major Army 
Command (MACOM) commander has the re-
sponsibility for determining the likelihood of 
significant exposure to contaminated equip-
ment to any individual.  Individuals that the 
command determines may have been exposed 
will be sent to a medical treatment facility for 
appropriate screening. Medical personnel will 
perform the appropriate medical monitoring, 

which may include bioassay.”
We are motivated to make sure that Na-

tional Guard soldiers from Alaska receive 
the best possible medical care for health 
problems caused during their service. There 
appears to be a need for the states to moni-
tor the promise made to the soldiers upon 
entry into service that medical care will be 
provided after service.

We would like the Alaska Legislature to 
sponsor a bill that will give Alaska National 
Guard soldiers assistance in getting accurate 
tests for DU exposure. A bill would also set up 
a Task Force to study necessary precautions, 
procedures, and treatment in regard to expo-
sure to DU and other toxins.

A bill would add the concerned authority of 
the state to encourage the federal government 
to fulfill its responsibility.

The bill does not need to include appropria-
tions for testing ill soldiers. It merely adds the 
power of the state to a logical demand for ad-
equate testing. It mandates a task force of vol-
unteer professionals to study how our soldiers 
do, or should receive precautions, protection, 
and adequate treatment for hazardous materi-
als. Actually it will help save Alaska money 
because Veterans not receiving adequate com-
pensation from the federal government will 
end up needing state services.

(Ed: The Fairbanks Grandmothers for Peace  
Chapter produced this DU paper.  

Resources: www.vfp56.org; Uranium Medical 
Research Center www.umrc.net; New York Bill 
9116-B is available for study on www.idust.net; 
Metal of Dishonor, Depleted Uranium, Internation-
al Action Center, 1997.) 

E-mail: brysondean@acsalaska.net

“Over 220,000 of the 
750,000 U.S. Troops 
deployed to Iraq in 
1991, where DU was 
first used, have applied 
for disability benefits, 
many for “Gulf War 
Syndrome.” Many of 
these are reporting 
maladies that are 
classic symptoms of 
radiation poisoning.” 



Where the Nuclear Cycle Begins
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T h i n g s   T o   K n o w

Omaha, Nebraska
April 11-13, 2008
Global Network
16th Annual Space Organizing Conference
StratCom: The Most Dangerous Place on the Face of the Earth

Learn fi rst-hand about this military installation 
that operates in America’s heartland just south of 
Omaha, Nebraska. The U.S. Strategic Command 
(StratCom) for years has been the site from which a 
nuclear war would be controlled. 

Since 9/11, its mission has expanded to become 
command central in the U.S.’s “War on Terror” and for the U.S. plans 
to dominate space militarily. StratCom is responsible for overseeing 
any Global “First Strikes,” the National Security Agency, and Ballistic 
Missile Defense. 

StratCom has already drawn up the war plans for a space-directed 
assault on Iran’s nuclear facilities and — upon approval from the Presi-
dent — will execute the attack. It is authorized to attack any place on 
earth within one hour (using both conventional and nuclear weapons) 
under the White House’s “Doctrine of Preemption” if the President 
“suspects” a threat to America’s “national interests.

Contact: Global Network Against Weapons & Nuclear Power in 
Space • PO Box 652 • Brunswick, ME 04011
www.space4peace.org • globalnet@mindspring.com • 207-443-9502

An Idea Whose Time Has Come
A Nuclear Weapons-free World

Our new DVD, Nuclear Weapons and the Human Future, outlines 
the Foundation’s case against nuclear weapons.

For a limited time, the Nuclear Age Peace Founda-
tion is making these DVDs available free of charge 
in order to spread the message for a world free of nu-
clear weapons. We hope that you will show this video 
to a group of at least 10 people. House parties and 
public screenings with community groups are popular 

ways to present the video.
The United States government has spent around 7.5 trillion dol-

lars (adjusted sum in today’s dollars) on nuclear weapons programs 
throughout the Nuclear Age. Since the end of the Cold 
War, the U.S. government has continued to spend 
tens of billions of dollars per year on nuclear weap-
ons related activities.  These resources are far better 
spent enriching human life instead of on the tools of 
destruction and extinction.

Contact: The DVD and supporting materials are available to down-
load online, or to order by mail:
David Krieger, President; Nuclear Age Peace Foundation; PMB 121, 
1187 Coast Village Road, Suite 1; Santa Barbara, CA 93108
www.wagingpeace.org; www.nuclearfiles.org

BY ELLEN MURPHY, GFP
Grandmother Donna Dillman has ended her fast. She refused food 

for 63 days to back up her demand for a moratorium on uranium ex-
ploration and mining near her home in the pristine Algonquin Territory 
of Ontario.

In Canada, when a non-tribal citizen lives in unceded First Nations 
territories, that person identifies as a settler, and is still referred to 
as one. When the Ardoch and Shaabat Algonquins at Sharbot Lake 
began their blockade of the 36,000 acres coveted by uranium ex-
ploration and mining company Frontenac Ventures, Donna and other 
settlers joined them. Despite land differences, allied Mohawks came 
to the barricades.

Donna’s hunger strike gained her an audience with Premiere Mc-
Ginty, who told her he needed the uranium for electricity. She prompt-
ly let him know that over 80% of Canada’s uranium is exported.

Back in 1989, when the Energy Free Trade Agreement was signed 
between Canada and the U.S., the U.S. BusinessNet entry was “This 
has important implications ... two thirds of Canadian uranium is ex-
ported to the U.S.”

So that’s where it goes! Hundreds and hundreds of new claims 
have been opened in Canada and the U.S., and the price of uranium 
is skyrocketing.

Alfred Webre, International Director of the Institute for Coopera-
tion in Space, writes in a recent issue of Commonground: “It is likely 
the DU used by U.S. and U.K. in Iraq and Afghanistan comes from 
Canadian uranium.” Dr. Gordon Edwards, President of the Cana-
dian Coalition for Nuclear Responsibility, said in a radio interview, 
“The Canadian government is taking directions and orders from the 
nuclear industry.” He talked about the uranium industry needing to 
turn its waste into profit and not just left in storage. “That’s why 
some of Canada’s DU ends up in weapons. The Canadian govern-

ment can’t even think for themselves,” said Edwards. Webre con-
cludes that “The government of Canada seems to have strayed into 
aiding and abetting the war crimes of the DU genocide in Iraq and 
crimes against humanity.”

Presently, the Sharbot Lake standoff has led to mediation meetings 
among the Algonquins, the downstream Mohawks, the Crown, Ontario 
and agents. Frontenac Ventures hasn’t shown up. The First Nations, 
and allies like Gramma Donna, have a different take on the “implica-
tions” of uranium mining from that of BusinessNet. They have vowed 
to continue the blockade to keep their land from being turned into a 
tailings dump. 

When grandmother Kahentinetha Horn, a Mohawk elder and writer 
for the Mohawk Nation News, stood up to open the mediation meeting 
by speaking in Mohawk according to Ongwehoneh custom, she was 
ignored; then when First Nations representatives asked uncomfortable 
questions, reports Dru Oja Jay in her blog, the meeting was derailed.

Even though the term depleted uranium or DU is still in usage, we 
know that the U238 is not depleted. We also know that grandmothers 
and all people who seek balance for the benefit of our earth and future 
generations will instinctively understand the ancient instructions of the 
Dine people, a people who have suffered untold injury from uranium 
mining on their land in the U.S. Southwest. They were told that there 
were two yellow powders: corn pollen and yellow cake (uranium). The 
first was to be cared for in sacred way; the second was to be left for-
ever in the ground.

The proposed Frontenac County uranium exploration area continues 
to be occupied by First Nations and allies like Donna Dillman. It’s too 
late for the millions of Afghans and Iraqis and the thousands of Ameri-
can soldiers, but maybe the deadliest mineral on earth will remain in 
the ground at Sharbot Lake forever. 
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Grandmothers  Grandmothers  

for  for  
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DirectoryDirectory

International Offi ce
Lorraine Krofchok, Director
Grandmothers for Peace International
P.O. Box 580788
Elk Grove, CA 95758
Phone: (916) 730-6476 
E-mail: lorraine@grandmothersforpeace.org

United States
Local Chapters/Contact People

Alabama: 
Evergreen Area Contact Person
Diane S. Sosebee
Phone: (251) 578-2350 
E-mail: dianesosebee@hotmail.com
Huntsville Area Contact Person
Margaret Darlene Ehinger
Phone: (256) 536-2716
E-mail: ehingermd@bellsouth.net

Alaska: 
Fairbanks Area Contact Person
Bryson Dean 
Phone: (907) 488-2371
E-mail: brysondean@acsalaska.net

Arizona: 
Northwest Valley Chapter (Phoenix Area)
Ordell Nelson
Phone: (623) 556-9187
E-mail: grandmothersforpeace@cox.net

Arkansas: 
Eureka Springs Chapter
Ann Johnson
Phone: (479) 253-2927
E-mail: homeineureka@earthlink.net

California: 
Hayward Chapter
Corine Thornton
Phone: (510) 582-7699 
Palm Springs Area Contact Person 
Barbara Humphreys
Phone: (760) 770-7160
E-mail: vagabarb@earthlink.net
Sacramento Area Chapter
Lorraine Krofchok
Please see International Office 
San Carlos Area Contact Person
Joanne Thompson
Phone: (650) 592-3656 
E-mail: garnet248@sbcglobal.net
San Diego Area Contact Person
Kathleen Schroeder
E-mail: claywomank@pacbell.net
San Luis Obispo Area Chapter
Molly Johnson
Phone/Fax: (805) 467-2431
E-mail: peacegrannie@hotmail.com

  PLEASE  SEE  GFP DIRECTORY, PAGE 10

TEN MYTHS ABOUT NUCLEAR WEAPONS
1. Nuclear weapons were needed to defeat Japan in World War II. 
This is not the opinion of many leading US military figures in the 
war. General Dwight Eisenhower, the Supreme Allied Commander 
in Europe during World War II and later US president, wrote, “I 
thought that our country should avoid shocking world opinion by 
the use of a weapon whose employment was, I thought, no longer 
mandatory as a measure to save American lives. It was my belief 
that Japan was, at that very moment, seeking some way to surrender 
with a minimum loss of ‘face’….”  

2. Nuclear weapons prevented a war between the United States and the Soviet Union. There 
were many deadly conflicts and “proxy” wars carried out by the superpowers in Asia, Africa 
and Latin America. The Vietnam War, which took several million lives, is a prominent example. 
These wars made the supposed nuclear peace very bloody and deadly. 

3. Nuclear threats have gone away since the end of the Cold War. In the aftermath of the Cold 
War, a variety of new nuclear threats have emerged. Among these are the following dangers: 

 • Increased chances of nuclear weapons falling into the hands of terrorists willing 
to use them; 

 • Policies of the US government to make nuclear weapons smaller and more usable; 
• Use of nuclear weapons by accident, particularly because of decaying Russian 
infrastructure; and 

 • Spread of nuclear weapons to other states that may perceive them to be an “equalizer”
against a more powerful state.

4. The United States needs nuclear weapons for its national security. US national security 
would be far improved if the US took a leadership role in seeking to eliminate nuclear weapons 
throughout the world. Nuclear weapons are the only weapons that could actually destroy the 
United States, and their existence and proliferation threaten US security. 

5. Nuclear weapons make a country safer. By threatening massive retaliation, the argument 
goes, nuclear weapons prevent an attacker from starting a war. There are many ways, though, 
in which deterrence could fail, including misunderstandings, faulty communications, irrational 
leaders, miscalculations and accidents.   

6. No leader would be crazy enough to actually use nuclear weapons. US leaders, considered 
by some to be highly rational, have used nuclear weapons in war, against Hiroshima and Naga-
saki. Threats of nuclear attack by India and Pakistan are an example of nuclear brinksmanship 
that could turn into a nuclear war. Globally and historically, leaders have done their best to prove 
that they would use nuclear weapons.  

7. Nuclear weapons are a cost-effective method of national defense. The cost of US nu-
clear weapons research, development, testing, deployment and maintenance has exceeded 
$7.5 trillion.  

8. Nuclear weapons are well protected and there is little chance that terrorists could get their 
hands on one. In the aftermath of the Cold War, the ability of the Russians to protect their 
nuclear forces has declined precipitously. In addition, a coup in a country with nuclear weap-
ons, such as Pakistan, could lead to a government coming to power that was willing to provide 
nuclear weapons to terrorists. 

9. The United States is working to fulfill its nuclear disarmament obligations. The United 
States has failed for nearly four decades to fulfill its obligations under Article VI of the Nuclear 
Non-Proliferation Treaty, requiring good faith negotiations to achieve nuclear disarmament. The 
United States has failed to ratify the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty and has withdrawn from 
the Anti-Ballistic Missile Treaty. 

10. Nuclear weapons are needed to combat threats from terrorists and “rogue states.” The 
threat of nuclear force cannot act as a deterrent against terrorists because they do not have a ter-
ritory to retaliate against. If the leaders of a rogue state do not use a ratio-
nal calculus regarding their losses from retaliation, deterrence can fail.

Contact: The Nuclear Age Peace Foundation at www.wagingpeace.org;
www.nuclearfiles.org
(Editor: See page 2 for Ten Facts About Nuclear Weapons.)
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GFP Directory: U.S. & 
International 
Contacts

Link to Other Granny Groups at 
www.grandmothersforpeace.org

NO GFP POLITICAL

ENDORSEMENTS PERMITTED

Although Grandmothers for Peace, as an 
organization or chapter, can not endorse

any political candidate or group
due to our non-profit status,

WE DO THANK EVERYONE WHO SUPPORTS PEACE.

Virginia: 
Northern Virginia Chapter
Suzanne C. Doherty
Phone: (703) 425-6894
E-mail: scdoherty@cox.net

Washington: 
Eastern Washington Area Contact Person 
Susie Gaul
Phone: (509) 582-3495
E-mail: nimnal2@yahoo.com

Wisconsin: 
Kickapoo Valley Chapter
Rita G. Conway
E-mail: grannysforpeace@kickapoo-valley.com 
Milwaukee Area Contact Person
Verdell De Yarman
Phone: (414) 562-8014
Northland Chapter (Superior)
Janet Provost
Phone/Fax: (715) 394-7929 
E-mail: g4peace1@centurytel.net

International
Local Chapters/Contact People

Germany: 
Berlin Area Contact Person
Eva Quistorp (affiliated w/Women for Peace)
E-mail: equistorp@aol.com

Romania: 
Romanian Chapter
Ms. Victoria Dirvaru
Str. Mitropoliei Nr. 26
2400 RO
Phone: 0040 269 218178 
Fax: 0040 269 232650 

South Africa: 
South Africa Chapter
Mufumbe Mateso, PWC General Secretary
Grandmothers for Peace
Power of Women and Children, South Africa
P.O. Box 17066, Hillbrow 2038
Johannesburg, South Africa 

United Kingdom: 
Area Contact Person
Jean Stead
E-mail: jeanstead@hotmail.co

California con’t:
Santa Clarita Chapter (So. California)
Patty Carmody
Phone: (661) 296-5904
E-mail:  pcarmody@ca.rr.com
Southern California Area Contact Person 
(West San Fernando Valley, Los Angeles 
County, Conejo Valley, Ventura County)
Flo Weber 
Phone: (818) 716-7876 
E-mail: floaweber@aol.com
Woodland Area Contact Person
Kathleen Saffin Schultz
E-mail: kas.6@juno.com

Colorado: 
Durango Area Contact Person
Lorna Waddington 
E-mail: lornawadd@earthlink.net

Florida: 
Cocoa Area Contact Person
Terre Beasley 
Phone: (321) 591-8644
E-mail: terrebeads@yahoo.com
Dunedin Contact Person
Samm Simpson
Phone: (727) 734 4192
Florida Keys Area Contact Person
Anne Anthony 
Phone: (305) 745-9041 
E-mail: grannyanny@bellsouth.net
St. Augustine Contact Person 
Peg McIntire
Phone: (904) 471-1986 
E-Mail: pegmcintire@bellsouth.net

Georgia: 
Atlanta Contact Person
Carolyn Dowie
Phone: (678) 513-4675
E-mail: carolyndowie@hotmail.com

Indiana: 
Indiana Chapter
Christie Smith Stephens
Phone: (765) 644-0069 
E-mail: ecstephens1@aol.com 

Maryland: 
Maryland Chapter
Deborah Matherly
Phone: (410) 730-6049 
E-mail: dwmatherly@aol.com 

Massachusetts: 
Boston Area Contact Person
Susan Lees
Phone: (781) 316-1618
E-mail: swlees@earthlink.net

Michigan: 
Area Contact Person
Joni Keskey
Phone: (231)-275-3040
E-mail: tjkeskey@chartermi.net

Minnesota: 
Duluth Area Contact Person
Mona Cheslak
Phone: (218) 724-1193
E-mail: monajc@hotmail.com
Minneapolis Chapter
St. Paul Chapter
Constance Fleisher
Phone: (651) 227-4619
E-mail: CBF36@aol.com

Missouri: 
St. Louis Area Contact Person
Sue Jackson
Phone: (314) 647-1260 (evening)
E-mail: JACKSONDS@aol.com

Montana: 
Area Contact Person
Bonnie Toczek
E-mail: montanamomma43@yahoo.com

New York: 
Chautauqua County Area Contact Person
Faith Woolson
E-mail: woolson@netsync.net 
Franklin County Chapter
Jeanne Norris
Phone: (518) 483-9176
E-mail: jeannenorris@verizon.net

North Carolina: 
Southeastern Area Contact Person
Lynn Heritage
Phone: (910) 616-5523
E-mail: ncpeacegrannie@yahoo.com
Western Area Contact Person
Clare Hanrahan 
Phone: (828) 285-0010 
E-mail: hanrahan@buncombe.main.nc.us 
Website: celticwordcraft.com

Ohio: 
Bayside Area Chapter
Margaret Kreager
E-mail: bayside1022@yahoo.com

Oregon: 
Myrtle Creek Area Contact Person
Julieene DeMarsh
Phone: (541) 680-4231 
E-mail: julienne@tymewyse.com

Texas: 
Amarillo Area Contact Person
Pam Allison
E-mail: psallison@earthlink.net 
Austin/Round Rock/Hill Country Chapter
Linda Wiles
Phone: (512) 912-7624; 
Cell: (512) 619-5715
E-mail: wileslinda@yahoo.com

Editor: Joan Wile’s book, “Grandmothers 
Against the War: Getting off Our Fannies 
and Standing up for Peace,” is scheduled for 
release April 20, 2008, Citadel Press. See her 
report pg. 6, Update Other Granny Groups.
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T a k e  O u r  M e s s a g e  W h e r e v e r  Y o u  G o !

Hats on to GFP
For peaceful protesting — an
adjustable Baseball Cap with The 
GFP Logo — $12.00 each

Bumper Stickers
$2.00 each, postage included.
Volume discounts available.

&

Sew-on Logo Patch

Navy Zipper-Top
Tote

Navy 
Open-Top

Tote

Grandmothers for Peace
P.O. Box 580788 • Elk Grove, California • 95758 • USA • phone: 1 (916) 730-6476
e-mail: lorraine@grandmothersforpeace.org • web: http://www.grandmothersforpeace.org 

Prices
ORDER  FORM Sizes:

Sm          Med         Lge         Lge        Lge         Lge    TOTAL 
X-           XX-        XXX-

**Return this Order Form to:
Sarah Johnson
9612 Kent Street
Elk Grove, CA  95624 • USA  
Phone: (916) 686-5858
E-mail: sjohnson@surewest.net

Name:

Address:

                                                                                     
  1. WOMEN’S SWEATSHIRTS (Blue)                        $19.00

  2. WOMEN'S CREWNECK T-SHIRTS (Blue)           $12.00

  3. WOMEN'S CREWNECK T-SHIRTS (White)         $12.00

  4. WOMEN'S SCOOPNECK T-SHIRTS (Blue)         $15.00

  5. WOMEN'S SCOOPNECK T-SHIRTS (WHITE)     $15.00

  6. MEN'S AUXILIARY SWEATSHIRTS (Blue)          $19.00

  7. MEN'S AUXILIARY T-SHIRTS (Blue)                    $12.00

  8. Children’s T-Shirts                                                   $10.00

  9. Children’s Sweatshirts                                             $12.00

10. OPEN-Top Tote — Navy                                         $12.00
         (10 oz. Cotton Canvas, 14" x  10 ½" x 5")

11. ZIPPER-Top Tote — Navy                                      $15.00
         (10 oz. Cotton Canvas, 22" x  15" x 5" w/small, interior zipper pocket)

12. Baseball Cap with Logo (adjustable size)                      $12.00

13. Bumper St icker (postage included)                          $  2.00
            [Volume discounts available]

14. Sew-on Logo Patch (S&H included)                            $  3.00

15. Buttons (S&H included)                                                $  2.00
            [Volume discounts available]

2-4         6-8        10-12      14-16

                                                                                                                                         SHIPPING: $4.50 for 1st item =   $

$2.00 for each additional item  x                =  $

Make check payable to Grandmothers for Peace International** for the  TOTAL:    $

n/a n/a

n/a

n/a

INTERNATIONAL SHIPPING  
IS EXTRA



Grandmothers for Peace International
P.O. Box 580788
Elk Grove, California  95758   USA
Phone: (916) 730-6476
E-mail: lorraine@grandmothersforpeace.org 
Web: http://www.grandmothersforpeace.org 
Newsletter Editor/Publisher:  Patricia Altenburg

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

NONPROFIT ORGN
U. S. POSTAGE

PAID
Sacramento, CA
Permit No. 1041

Grandmothers for Peace - Spring  2008

 Renew      Keep me on the mailing list      New      Remove me from the mailing list

Name

Mailing Address

City                                                          State                         Zip

Phone:            day                                             evening

           E-mail: Put me on the GFP E-mail alert list.

P l e a s e  m a k e  m e m b e r s h i p  c h e c k  p a y a b l e  t o  G r a n d m o t h e r s  f o r  P e a c e  I n t ’ l
         $25    Regular\yearly                                         $25    Mens’ Auxiliary\yearly

         $15    Senior Citizen\yearly                              $50    Patron\yearly

         $30    Family\yearly                                            $100  Sponsor\yearly

 $           For International Donations, please contact Grandmothers for Peace by e-mail, or postal                  
   mail.

Mail to:

Grandmothers for Peace International
P.O. Box 580788

Elk Grove, CA  95758  USA
7⁄2007

G F P I   M e m b e r s h i p 
R e n e w a l / A p p l i c a t i o n

— Please Support Our Work By Renewing Your Membership —

Numbers You Need
3,960 US Military Deaths in Iraq*
Cost of War:$493,479,780,818**

It is important that President Bush, 
key people in his Administration, and 
members of Congress hear from you.

President George W. Bush
Phone: (202) 456-1111 [comment line]

Fax: (202) 456-2461
E-mail: president@whitehouse.gov 

First Lady Laura Bush
E-mail: first.lady@whitehouse.gov 

Vice-President Dick Cheney
E-mail: vice.president@whitehouse.gov 
Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice

Fax: (202) 261-8577
E-mail: secretary@state.gov

Secretary of Defense 
Robert M. Gates

Phone: (703) 697-5737
Members Of Congress 

Senate & House: (202) 224-3121
(*icasualties.org; **nationalpriorities.org; 2-11-2008)

“No one man can terrorize a whole nation unless 
we are all his accomplices.”  - Edward R. Murrow



Barbara Wiedner and Dorothy Vandercook Memorial Scholarship Foundation, Inc.
Leal Portis, President • 301 Redbud Way • Nevada City, CA 95959 • USA 

Phone/Fax (530) 265-3887 • E-mail: portis.leal@gmail.com 

2007 Scholarship Foundation Winners

Lelia TahaBurt: Annapolis, Maryland - $500
 Lelia‛s global outlook stems from her dual citizenship: Egyptian and American. When she moved from Cairo 

to Maryland after seventh grade, she was more aware of international problems than most students. At a 
youth conference she worked with an Israeli student to set up the welcome area for speaker Queen Noor of 
Jordon, who was impressed to see these two students work together. At school, she founded a Save Darfur 
Club to raise money for Darfur and to raise awareness in the community. Lelia would someday like to return 

to the Middle East and work with refugees from both Sudan and Palestine. 

Amanda Shafer: Coral Gables, Florida - $500
Amanda is part of a group named Alfalit, which serves the poor in Panama. For three years she spent part of 
each summer in Panama helping the poor. She convinced her church youth group to make a 24,000-link paper 
chain to represent the 24,000 people worldwide who die each day from hunger. They carried the chain down 
the center aisle of the sanctuary during all three services and later “sold” links of the chain for 25 cents 
each. Over $10,000 was raised which helped Alfalit to complete their projects, to leave supplies to maintain 
these projects, and to provide scholarships for missionaries to go to Panama.

Sophia Khawly: Miami, Florida - $500
Sophia is the Vice-President of “Hope for Haiti‛s Children” and is in charge of all fund raising activities. She 
researches companies, and writes or calls them to solicit funds. So far Sophia has raised enough money to 
build two elementary schools in Haiti and is raising funds to build a third. She travels to Haiti every summer 
to oversee and organize supplies and materials purchased with the funds. She visits families often going into 
dangerous neighborhoods to recruit workers for the schools.

Grandmothers for Peace International Newsletter Insert - Spring 2008

Miles Taylor: La Porte, Indiana - $500
Miles was a congressional page when he became interested in disarmament and first learned about nuclear 
proliferation issues. Then he became an intern at the Arms Control Assn. He became one of the youngest 
individuals ever allowed to publish several articles in Arms Control Today. At Indiana University, he founded 
the Student Alliance for National Security (SANS) and organized a panel of experts to speak about prolif-
eration concerns in Iran and North Korea and the need to move toward worldwide disarmament. His efforts 
continue as he plans to feature the Iraqi Ambassador to the UN next.

Sarah Varadian: Norwood, Massachusetts - $500
Shortly after the events of Sept.11th, Sarah decided to help the Afghan children. She raised over $800 

from a children‛s fair held in her front yard. Then she discovered that she could help open a girls‛ school in 
Afghanistan through CARE. She created and sewed little Wee Care Bears wearing her green plaid school uni-

form and sold enough bears to open not one but two girls‛ schools in Afghanistan! She has raised thousands 
of dollars for Afghanistan, an orphanage in Armenia and for medical testing in Africa.

Julia Pham: Arlington, Texas - $500
After Julia‛s class watched “Hotel Rwanda,” she decided to raise awareness at her school concerning geno-
cide. She put together Genocide Awareness Week which culminated in an assembly with a Holocaust Survi-
vor and a Lost Boy of Sudan as main speakers. She raised over $3,000 and helped more than 4,000 people 

become aware of the crisis in Africa. Now she is the Head Event Coordinator for Invisible Children‛s Schools 
for Schools program. The goal of this event is to raise $20,000 to modernize a shack in which Ugandan chil-

dren go to school.

Desiree Amadeo: Merrimack, New Hampshire - $250
As team leader of the Merrimack Biodiesel Crew, Desiree believes that not only can we save the environ-
ment but we can also learn to produce fuel cheaply, thereby contributing to world peace. This group has 
turned vegetable oil into fuel to run a school bus. By working with MIT‛S Sloan Automotive Lab, she was able 
to secure three grants to continue her school program. As an MIT student, Desiree dreams of becoming a 
chemical engineer dedicated to researching and teaching others how to achieve safe, reliable, earth-friendly 
resources.



Joo Young Choi: Somerville, Massachusetts - $250
Joo developed a weekly Social Justice youth 
education program in the Universalist Unitarian 
Church. She also does art therapy with young 
people who are victims of violent surroundings. 
Many have dropped out of high school and are 
trying to graduate. Joo participated in a youth 
trip to Japan where she learned the horrors of 

the atomic bomb. While living at the Food Not Bombs House, 
she dressed as a living statue of Sadako and “come alive” 
when people put an offering in the box. Then she gave them 
a paper crane and literature about the atom bomb. Joo feels 
art is a powerful medium for radical change and wants to 
work with children at risk. 

Noor Najafi: Gainsville, Florida - $250
After Sept.11th, Noor, like many other American 
Muslims, faced harassment. At the time, he did 
not know how to react. Later in high school he 
was able to respond not with bitterness but with 
healing. Noor realized the public school system 
did not address social inequality so he started 
a literacy organization for the underprivileged 
at a local elementary school. He published a monthly literary 
magazine called Dream Vision featuring their best work. He 
has spent many long hours helping these students and recruit-
ing other students to help him. Noor also helped organize the 
Eastside International Organization, which has educated stu-

dents in the experience of diverse cultures. 

Angela Naegwu: Los Angeles, California - $250
Angela attended a school full of gang violence and 
inner city wars. Students were killed at school 
and in her community. They were afraid to walk 
home after school and were transferring. She 
helped with conflict resolution seminars, after 
school projects and peaceful alternatives to 
joining gangs. She learned that wars are not only 
far away but also within our communities, and when they are in 
our communities, we are no longer bystanders, but participants 
in the violence. She went to Bangladesh returning with a global 
perspective and deep appreciation of third world populations 
and the social injustice of their plight. Angela believes, “We all 

have a voice and I want mine to be heard.”.

Eugenia Murillo: Suffern, New York - $250
Gina is a first generation Cuban-American. She 
served in the Youth Bridge-NY program as one 
of 35 Bridge Fellows for two years. She helped 
plan and implement workshops for 350 New York 
City students on becoming a better advocate 
for the improvement and advancement of soci-
ety. Gina takes part in peaceful demonstrations 
to stop genocide in Darfur. She says it is heartbreaking and 
inconceivable that Americans do not become active leaders 
and informed citizens about why there is so much enormous 

suffering around the world, mostly due to greed.

Michele Aronson: Holbrook, New York - $250
Michele has made speeches and written peti-
tions to raise awareness of Sudanese geno-
cide. She was selected for an Interfaith Pil-
grimage to Israel to refute hatred by sharing 
prayer and culture with Christian and Muslim 
students. Her passionate commitment to tol-
erance and justice has earned recognition 

from legislators and Senator Hillary Clinton. As a member of 
the Seeds for Change program, she helped make a DVD and 
study guide, which was awarded first place at the Holocaust 
Memorial and Educational Center of Nassau County.

Sara DeSitter: Hood River, Oregon - $250
Sara has traveled to Ft. Benning, Georgia, four 
times since 2001 to protest against the School 
of the Americas. Every year she organized the 
making of 1,000 paper cranes in her community. 
These are placed on the fence at the SOA as a 
memorial for those who have died at the hands 
of SOA graduates. She also created a photo 

essay of her involvement in the peace movement at SOA. 
Sara has been able to dialogue with her peers and teachers 
about the atrocities committed by those trained at the SOA. 
She has been a counselor at a camp for low-income Hispanic 
children, built adobe houses in Mexico and marched against 
unjust immigration laws.

Brittney Grimes: Baldwin, New York - $250
Brittany writes poetry and performs readings. 
After the tragedies of 9-11, Hurricane Katrina, 
and the Southeast Asia tsunami, Brittany wrote 
a poem about each one, copied and laminated 
them and asked for a small donation in return. 
She raised thousands of dollars and donated 
the money to Red Cross, UNISEF and Habitat 

for Humanity. Her many awards include a letter from Mrs. 
Coretta Scott King for her “brilliant in-depth literary skills.

Joel Portman: Ballwin, Missouri - $250
Joel is a member of the U. of Denver Social Jus-
tice and Living Community. He volunteers with 
a Peace Bridge group which helps kids get help 
with schoolwork and off the streets. Joel cre-
ated a PowerPoint presentation of this project 
and critically examined the Denver Housing Au-
thority. He is chair of the Holocaust Awareness 
Committee, and he created an organization called Never Again! 
which addresses genocide awareness. He was just selected as 
a member of the Student Board on Genocide Prevention at the 

US Holocaust Memorial Museum. 
Laura Zavada: Los Angeles, California - $250

Laura is the eldest in a Mexican migrant family of seven. At Santa Monica College, she is an AB540 student 
(undocumented because she was brought across the border by her parents when she was four) who is not able 
to apply for state or federal aid. She is an advocate for the Coalition for Humane Immigrants Rights, a worker 
in Habitat for Humanity, and a mentor in the Warner Brothers Mentoring Program. The first of her family to 
attend college, Laura hopes to graduate with her Associate degree in sociology because she plans to give back 
to her community.



The Nuclear Age Peace Foundation will send this signed appeal to the White House when the 44th

President of the United States takes office on January 20, 2009. 

Return to Nuclear Age Peace Foundation, PMB 121, 1187 Coast Village Rd, Suite 1, Santa Barbara, CA 93108 

US LEADERSHIP FOR A NUCLEAR WEAPONS-FREE WORLD 
An Appeal to the Next President of the United States 

Nuclear weapons could destroy civilization and end intelligent life on the planet.

The only sure way to prevent nuclear proliferation, nuclear terrorism and nuclear war – before the next 
blinding flash – is to rid the world of nuclear weapons.  

The era of nuclear weapons must be brought to an end.  This can be done.  It will require leadership and 
commitment.  Nuclear weapons were created by humans, and it is our responsibility to eliminate them 
before they eliminate us.   

The United States, as the world’s most militarily powerful nation, must take the initiative in convening 
and leading the nations of the world to urgently take the following steps: 

De-alert.  Remove all nuclear weapons from high-alert status, separating warheads from delivery 
vehicles;

No First Use.  Make legally binding commitments to No First Use of nuclear weapons and 
establish nuclear policies consistent with this commitment; 

No New Nuclear Weapons. Initiate a moratorium on the research and development of new 
nuclear weapons, such as the Reliable Replacement Warhead; 

Ban Nuclear Testing Forever.  Ratify and bring into force the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty; 

Control Nuclear Material.  Create a verifiable Fissile Material Cut-off Treaty with provisions to 
bring all weapons-grade nuclear material and the technologies to create such material under strict 
and effective international control; 

Nuclear Weapons Convention.  Commence good faith negotiations, as required by the Non-
Proliferation Treaty, to achieve a Nuclear Weapons Convention for the phased, verifiable and 
irreversible elimination of nuclear weapons; 

Resources for Peace.  Reallocate resources from the tens of billions currently spent on nuclear 
arms to alleviating poverty, preventing and curing disease, eliminating hunger and expanding 
educational opportunities throughout the world. 

We call upon the next President of the United States to make a world free of nuclear weapons an 
urgent priority and to assure US leadership to realize this goal. 

Name:                                                             Signature:                                                       
Email:                                                             City, State and Zip Code:     

Name:                                                             Signature:                                                       
Email:                                                             City, State and Zip Code:     

Name:                                                             Signature:                                                       
Email:                                                             City, State and Zip Code:     

Name:                                                             Signature:                                                       
Email:                                                             City, State and Zip Code:     

Name:                                                             Signature:                                                       
Email:                                                             City, State and Zip Code:     


